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Y O U R  FA M I LY  L I K E  A  P R O  T H E S E  
H O L I D AY S

F R O M  W A ’ S  T O P  P R O F E S S I O N A L  FA M I LY  P H O T O G R A P H E R



Photography is ALL about the light.  Quite simply light can make or break your portrait, the first 
step to improving your photography is to learn to look for quality light.  The easiest way to nail a 
gorgeous portrait with great connection is to look for a nice even shade on your subjects face.  If 
they are looking into full sun, you’ll get squints.  Dappled light will result in patchy faces.  Strong 
light behind the subject, standing with your back to the sun, can be tricky to get just right.  Stick 
with soft shade and face roughly towards the light for that little bit of sparkle in the eyes.  The 
added bonus of a big shady areas for little ones is it gives them lots of room to move around 
when they don’t want to sit still, and lets face it that’s pretty much 95% of the time!  So where is 
this light?  Inside you could be in front of a big window (so long as the sun isn’t coming directly 
in) outside you could be on the shaded side of the house, or under big tree with a solid canopy. 

L O O K  A T  T H E  L I G H T

O U T S I D E  U N D E R   
O U R  PA T I O

I N S I D E  I N  F R O N T   
O F  A  B I G  W I N D O W



When taking photos, it’s natural that we just 
stand and take them from our height.  Next 
time, have a quick think, will this look better if 
I get down low, or maybe I can go up high 
and shoot down.   A different angle might 
mean a busy background looks cleaner, or 
might make for a more abstract and fun 
image or it might simply be more flattering. 

M I X  U P  T H E  A N G L E S

T H E S U B J E C T  I S  I N  T H E  S A M E  P L A C E ,  S I M P LY  M O V I N G   

T H E  C A M E R A  H A S  M A D E  A L L  T H E  D I F F E R E N C E



As tempting as it is, don’t zoom in to take a picture.  
Digital zooms don’t capture any additional detail. 
In fact, they adds pixels via interpolation. This 
means you’ll get funny looking pixel images.  You’ll 
get a better image if you use your “foot” zoom and 
step closer.  Or if you’ll miss the moment or just 
can’t get closer, cropping later will result in an 
image that ’s just as good, and often even better.  

S T E P  A W A Y  F R O M  T H E  
( D I G I TA L )  Z O O M !



You don’t always need to 
include the whole subject in the 
shot, sometimes an image tells 
a more powerful story if you just 
capture the key element.

I T ’ S  A L L  I N  T H E  D E TA I L S



S TA R T  A N  A N N U A L  
T R A D I T I O N

• The match up: Capture similar aged cousins or 
bestie standing together - watch how they grow 
and age, most kids will play leap frog in age and 
height.  This works just as well for your family. 

• The christmas tree line up:  Once your kids are in 
the PJs and ready for bed, get them all to line up 
in front of the tree for a photo.  Looking back you’ll 
love seeing the changes in size, hair, PJs and tree! 

• A photo a day:  Take one photo everyday of your 
kids in January - mix it up, either together or 
separately.  Print them out in a photobook, one 
image per page.  Do it every January.

What do the pro’s do at holiday times?  A lot 
of us love a good annual photo tradition!  
Something you capture every year in a similar 
way.  Over time you’ll build up a gorgeous 
“mini story” about your family. 

Here’s a few ideas to get you started: 

 

E V E R Y  Y E A R  M Y  T W O  C L I M B  I N  T H E I R  S T O C K I N G S



Our beginners photography course kicks off January 14th, 2016.  Registrations are open now!   

ARE YOU STUCK ON AUTO WITH YOUR CAMERA IN THE DRIVING SEAT? 

Club Lilypad’s beginners’ course, Photography Launchpad, has been designed to guide you step by step in a way 
that makes driving your camera become second nature to you. Before you know it you’ll be taking those beautiful 
family photos that take your breath away.  Find out more at www.clublilypad.com. 

W A N T  T O  L E A R N  M O R E ?

http://courses.clublilypad.com/coursehome

